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“The railway you see 
here today had its own 

shaky beginning”

he railway you see here today had its own shaky beginning. 
In 1845 the Great Grimsby and Sheffield Junction Railway 

Company came into existence, with plans drawn up for stations 
and crossing houses along the line from Grimsby through  
to Lincoln.

RAILWAY PLANS HIT THE BUFFERS! 
Before the work had even started, the company was 
absorbed into the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 
Railway Company (MS&LR), which finally opened the line 
at Market Rasen on the 1st of November 1848, with great 
fanfare. Residents must have been delighted that the plans 
had made it into reality!   

MS&LR opened the line (2)

The train arriving at Market Rasen from Lincoln in the late 1880s (4)

How publicity for the grand opening might have looked (1)

The route of the railway through our town in 1848 (3)

Victorian Britain was a time of great 
innovation, advancement and grand 
plans. Throughout the 
1840s, various ambitious 
schemes were proposed 
to criss-cross the country 
with railways, but not all 
were successful. Many 
investors lost money and 
companies collapsed – sometimes 
even before the railways had 
been built!



Chapel Street, Station Approach showing a laden wagon (8)

HOW DID THE 
RAILWAY CHANGE 
THE TOWN?
Prior to the arrival of the railway, 
Market Rasen was a classic 
small market town, providing 
services to the outlying villages 
and hamlets. It was central to the 
agricultural way of life, after the 
Enclosures Act of 1779.  
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TRAINS, TURNPIKES AND TOLLS 

irt tracks served as roads, and people 
either walked to and from town or 

used horse-drawn carrier carts – no easy 
task after heavy rainfall or during winter.  
Turnpike roads were a familiar sight and a 
tollgate stood at the crossroads of what is 
now Queen Street, Oxford Street, Jameson 
Bridge Street and Willingham Road.  

In 1831 the population numbered 1,428, 
but the arrival of the railway brought massive 
change. By 1851 records show 60% of 
residents were born outside of Market Rasen. 
One of these was our first Station Master, 
William Brown Taylor (1848-1855) from 
Leeds, who came to be held in high regard by 
the townspeople ‘for his obliging manners’*. 

“In 1831 the population 
numbered 1,428, 

but the arrival of our 
railway had a huge 

impact on this”

Sheep droving along Oxford Street (5)

Dressed in Sunday best 
at the crossroads (6)  

D

Steam train over Chapel Street Bridge (7)

*Market Rasen Mail



A GRAND DESIGN
Our station was well-designed, 
enabling the Station Master to oversee 
the platforms without leaving his office. 
He could observe approaching trains 
from both directions, or the activities 
of passengers and staff, thanks to the 
imposing bay window.  
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he travelling public would arrive at the grand portico 
entrance, pass through this lobby area, call at the ticket 

window and then go onto the platform.

PICK UP A BOOK FOR YOUR JOURNEY! 
The working areas of the station building provided a large 
parcel office, storeroom and two waiting rooms, one 
‘general’ and the other ‘ladies only’; both had toilets. Open 
fires, attended by porters, created a cosy refuge for winter 
travellers and staff alike. At the end, by the goods entrance, 
was an open-roofed urinal.

The commanding view from the Station Master’s bay window 
was soon partly obscured by the arrival of a W H Smith 
bookstall in 1889, which was here until the late 1930s.

“The travelling public 
would arrive at the grand 

portico entrance”

How the original Architect’s 
drawings might have looked (9)

Postcard showing the WHSmith 
bookstall, c1906 (10) 
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The grand portico entrance, 
in need of repair (11)



WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

Despite this, the line survived and 
in1897 it became part of the Great 
Central Railway (GCR), with yet 
another name-change in 1923 
when it became London & North 
Eastern Railway (LNER).  
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RAILWAY 
COMPANIES

he Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Railway Company 

(MS&LR) opened the line at Market 
Rasen in 1848. It appears not 
everyone was impressed! Early 
users nicknamed it ‘Mucky, Slow 
and Lazy’* while shareholders called 
it ‘Money Sunk and Lost’*.  

The British Railways lion on wheel emblem (22)

MS&LR opened the line in 1848 (18)

Change to Great Central 
Railways (GCR) in 1897 (19)

London & North Eastern Railway 
(LNER)’s logo (20)

British Railways was born following nationalisation (21)

“Early users called it Mucky, 
Slow and Lazy.  Shareholders 

called it Money Sunk and Lost”

T

After exactly one hundred years 
of opening, in 1948, the most 
radical change came with the 
enforced nationalisation of the 
railways and the birth of British 
Railways. What will our line be 
like in 2048?

1923 1948

SEPARATION AMALGAMATION UNIFICATION

120 

DIFFERENT 

RAILWAY 

COMPANIES

LMS
GWR
SR

LNER

*Fire and Steam, Christian Wolmar 2007
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GRIMSBY’S LOSS, RASEN’S GAIN?

The station might have originally been 
designed for Grimsby, for a site that was 
ultimately considered unsuitable. To our 
benefit, the design was kept but adapted to 
meet the need for a station in Market Rasen. 
This theory could explain how our little town 
gained such a striking building, complete with 
a large single-span roof that was supported 
by heavy girders and covered with glass and 
slate. What a wonderful first impression it 
must have made! 

The station with its grand entrance in 1979 (23)

The grand bay window of the Station Master’s 
office, overlooking the platform (25)

A SPLENDID 
LITTLE STATION 

Edwardian postcard showing 

station with its roof (24)

ur charming railway station 
enabled employment for 

many local people. For others, it 
made travel possible for the first 
time, including travel for pleasure.  
Townspeople were rightly proud of 
their ‘splendid little station’. But this 
building may be far more splendid 
than originally intended, for such a 
small market town! “But this building 

may be far more 
splendid than originally 

intended”



MARKET RASEN STATION

C O M M U N I T Y

P R O J E C T

THE EXHIBITION CLUB 
WAS A ‘GREAT’ IDEA!

In 1851 an Exhibition Club was 
established in Market Rasen to enable 
working men to save towards a day trip 
to London to see the Great Exhibition. 
This was a major event of the Victorian 
era and promised visitors an insight into 
‘the Works of Industry of All Nations’**. 
The local paper reported that: ‘great 
numbers visited, taking advantage of the 
greatly reduced fares’. What did those 
men talk about on the journey home?

Scarborough in the late 1890s (27)

British Railways advertisement 
for Rail Excursions in 1957 (28)

A third class LNER 
ticket to Wickenby (29) 

DAY TRIPS FROM 
MARKET RASEN

he arrival of the railway gave 
ordinary people from rural 

communities the chance to travel so 
much further than before, and day 
trips were hugely popular. Excursions 
to Cleethorpes offered a grand day 
out for all the family, with a stroll 
along the promenade one of the 
highlights. Market Rasen’s 6:41am 
service, heading for Bridlington and 
Scarborough, was billed as using the 
‘splendid new Packet Manchester’* 
paddle steamer to cross the Humber.  

The front entrance of 
Crystal Palace, Hyde Park, 

London that housed the 
Great Exhibition of 1851 

(26)

“enabling working men to save 
for a day trip to London to see 

the Great Exhibition”

T

LNER railway posters (30 and 31)

*A History of Market Rasen Railway Station, Brian Ward 2008,  **The full title of the event was: ‘The Great Exhibition of the Works



AN UNCERTAIN 
FUTURE
In 1969, weekly articles in the Market 
Rasen Mail described the plight of the 
station: ‘News was received at Market 
Rasen of the decision to make our 
station merely a halting point for trains’.  
In June that year, all passenger facilities 
were withdrawn, and the booking 
office closed. British Rail proudly 
promoted these economy measures 
with the slogan: ‘No Queuing, No 
Booking, No Fuss’! 
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“No Queuing, No  
Booking, No Fuss”

However, the ticket office was reinstated a year 
later and staffed by local employees. Following 

yet another closure and reopening, a Portacabin was 
installed to provide a ticket office facility in 1993. This 
was located across what had been the goods entrance 
to the platforms, so now only passengers were 
allowed through.

LAST TICKET FOR STATION BUILDING 
Garth Clarkson, a British Rail employee, worked in 
both the dilapidated ticket office and the Portacabin.  
He recalls that he was often the only employee on  
duty at the station.

Finally, in 1995, passengers could buy their 
tickets only on the train, and the station 
building was closed. 

The station building in 1972 (55)

 
The sad plight of our station in May 1998 (57)

Waiting room being restored by the Railway  
Heritage Trust in 2006 (56)
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A STATION IN 
DECLINE

In 1978, local MP Edward Leigh raised 
concerns that the station buildings 
were being earmarked for demolition.  
But in 1984, Market Rasen station was 
given a Grade II listing, despite its sad 
and neglected appearance, and it was 
hoped that British Rail would act to 
conserve the building. 
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“…the dubious duty of 
locking the building for 

the final time”

A lan Tomlinson, who worked there from 
1990 – 95, had the dubious duty of locking 

the building for its final time as a working station.  
He then posted the keys back through the 
letterbox, and walked away. Those keys landed  
in the room you are now standing in.

YEARS OF NEGLECT AND VANDALISM
After that, decline was swift for the station 
building, with the Market Rasen Mail continually 
deploring its worsening condition. Vandalism 
was rife and added greatly to the damage of the 
passing years. 

The station building was bought by a developer 
in 2000 and many hoped that - at last – it would 
be restored to glory. Works began internally but 
were sadly discontinued, and the building was 
once again at risk.   

A window in need of major repair (61)

The station boarded  
up in 2009 (58) 

A sad and uncared for station (59)

The Station Master’s room in a very sad 
state in 2016 (60)
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RESTORED AT LAST
In 2004, John Skelton became the 
tenant in the old Station Master’s 
house and decided to start tidying up 
the neglected platform areas. Other 
interested volunteers soon joined 
him, and so the Market Rasen Station 
Adoption Group was formed. To this 
day, they work tirelessly to make the 
public areas of the station look cherished 
and welcoming, through colourful floral 
displays and vibrant artwork.
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“The Heritage Lottery 
Fund agreed it was a 

building worth saving”

And here you join us at the end of 
that journey – the station building has 
come back to life. It was reopened in 
2018 as a suite of offices, a coffee shop, 
community room and the Heritage 
Centre that you stand in right now. You 
now join the long line of people this 
building has served.

Urgent roof repairs in 2016 (62) 
Artwork painted in the boarded up 
windows (64)

Gary Dickman, our magical 
stone mason (65) Scaffolding and hoardings up 

during the renovation (66)

COMING BACK TO LIFE!
he beleaguered station building 
was offered for auction in 2014, 

and planning permission was passed  
for its restoration – much to the  
delight of many locals.  A Community 
Interest Company was formed,  
bringing together town organisations 
along with the construction company 
Lindum Group. In December 
2015 the Heritage Lottery 
Fund agreed this was a 
building worth saving and 
provided crucial grant funding: 
restoration could begin! 

John Skelton tidying the 
station in 2004 (63)

T



WARTIME AT  
THE STATION
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A thank you letter reveals the Yorkshire 
Hussars (a British Army unit) arrived at the 

station from Maltby, Yorkshire on a bitterly cold 
day in 1939. They were warmly welcomed by 
Mrs Raithby who served tea and biscuits. 

As part of the war effort, local families offered 
their homes to children from larger industrial 
towns that were likely to be bombed. These 
young evacuees arrived at the station on 
special trains from Leeds, accompanied by their 
teachers. The Market Rasen Mail ran an advert 
saying how safe it 
was to live here! 

WHERE DID OUR ROOF GO?
The characteristic roof of our station 
was sadly removed in 1941, allegedly for 
reuse elsewhere, but no trace has been 
found of it since. Many people feel the 
loss leaves our station looking forlorn 
and incomplete. What do you think?

“Young evacuees arrived at 
the station on special trains  

from Leeds”

A snapshot of life here during WWII 
comes to us through an LNER Return 
submitted by Station Master Ernest 
Raithby in 1939. This lists the names 
and positions of staff, along with their 
wages and marital status. At the 
top of the list, Mr Raithby notes 
that he is also in charge of Claxby 
and Usselby stations. 

Ernest Raithy, Station Master from 1939-52 (48) 

Removal of the  
station roof in 
1941 (49, 54)

Evacuees arriving in Lincoln,  
by train from Leeds (53)

A letter to the Station 
Master from LNER in 
1939 (50) 

LNER staff record  
book 1939 (51)

Market Rasen Mail 
advert, 1939 (52)



JULIETTE’S STORY

“I was five when we moved into the Station 

House. The first thing my father found was 

defective gas lighting. He tested the gas pipes 

by running a lighted match along them; we all 

watched the ribbons of flames bounce along the 

pipes. Electricity was quickly installed! 

I used to ‘assist’ my father in his work, being 

allowed to blow the whistle for departing trains, 

help sort the parcels and generally be ‘useful’. 

VELOCIPEDES AND 
ROLLER-SKATES

One of the Signalmen played the accordion and 

would practise while waiting for the next signal.  

I loved being invited in to listen and, if I was 

good, I was allowed to help change the points.  

Sometimes I could jump up onto the footplate 

of a locomotive; it was very exciting!

When it was wages day, my father would go 

out to the various crossing houses and signal 

boxes along ‘his’ line on a railway velocipede or 

self-propelling handcart; sometimes he took me 

with him. On quiet Sundays, I could roller-skate 

along the Grimsby platform.”
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Juliette and other Girl Guides 
waiting for the train, to go 
camping at Holton Le Moor in 
1960 (78)

The Station House with its porch onto the 
platform, while Rex Kew was Station Master (79)

“We watched the 
ribbons of flames 
bounce along the 

gas pipes”

Juliette Keeping nee Kew, Station Master’s  
daughter, resident from 1952

Juliette roller-skating along the 

platform on a quiet Sunday (77) 



EILEEN’S STORY

“My memories of living in the Station House 
include the bitterly cold winters. We would all 
huddle round the coal fire in the living room, 
warm at the front but needing extra coverings 
for our backs! Beneath was a cellar that ran the 
full length of the house and continued under the 
attached station building. On windy evenings 
there would be a huge draught which raised 
the living room carpet!  

BITTERLY COLD WINTERS

One evening we heard the mewing of our 
cat beneath our feet. We finally realised it 
was coming from the cellar below the living 
room. She had obviously been exploring and 
discovered the steps leading to the cellar and 
the rooms beyond. Come the darkness she 
was lost! My brother volunteered to take a 
torch and rescue her!

Frosty nights meant the glass of water my 
mother took to bed each night would be 
frozen in the morning. The room I shared with 
my sister had two huge windows, and each 
morning we woke to find beautiful icy pictures 
which had formed on the inside.”
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Rex and family, including the 
cat, in their garden (74)

Eileen, Juliette 
and Richard 
at the front 

of the station, 
with the Water 

Tower in the 
background 

(75)

The front garden of the Station Master’s house, people unknown (76)

“Frosty nights meant 
the glass of water 
my mother took 
to bed each night 

would be frozen in 
the morning.”Eileen Neal nee Kew, Station Master’s  

daughter, resident from 1952



THE STATION 
MASTER IN CHARGE
The Station Master held the most 
important position at the station, 
having overall responsibility for 
all the passengers and goods that 
passed through. Assisting the Station 
Master were Booking Clerks (on the 
passenger service) and Goods  
Clerks (on the goods service).  

MARKET RASEN STATION

C O M M U N I T Y

P R O J E C T

RULES, ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
orters worked with both passengers and goods. On the passenger 
service, they would help people with their luggage and assist with the 

handling of smaller parcels, which would be carried on passenger trains. In 
the goods shed they handled 
larger packages, stored for 
collection or delivery. The 
parcels office was where 
the Porters and Clerks came 
together. With so much to see 
at a busy station, what would 
they have talked about?   

“Signalmen...  
enjoying cooking  

facilities and a warm 
fire in the winter”

Away from the hustle and bustle of the platform the Signalmen 
tended to stay in their signal box, ensuring the safe running of 
trains. Having passed examinations to prove their knowledge 
of rail rules and regulations, they were somewhat aloof from 
other staff. In the signal box they enjoyed cooking facilities and 
a warm fire in the winter.

Working separately, but still a vital part of station life,  
were the Tracklayers and Lamplighters.

Rex Kew (back row, second from left) with his station staff (32)

Signal lamps LNER 1923-1948 (33) 

Station staff (34)

Looking along the Grimsby Platform showing 
station house and bay window (35)

Looking across to the Lincoln platform with the Goods Shed in the background (36)



REX KEW, THE LAST 
STATION MASTER
Rexford Bernard Charles Kew was 
Market Rasen’s final and longest-
serving Station Master (1952–1966).    
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Juliette roller skating 
on the platform (38)

His daughter Juliette fondly recalls using the platform 
as a playground on Sundays, after the express trains to 
Cleethorpes had passed through. She would roller-skate 
along the length of the platform and, on race day, play in 
horseboxes left in the sidings after transporting racehorses 
to Market Rasen Racecourse.

FINAL BLAST OF  
THE WHISTLE
When he retired after 47 
years, Rex Kew knew he 
would be the last Station 
Master at Market Rasen, due 
to Dr Beeching’s extensive 
reshaping of the railways in 
1963, which closed many 
branch lines.

Rex Kew (centre) and Mike Fletcher (second from right) 

with staff receiving long service awards (40)

Local police awards presented at the station (39)

Rex Kew (right) with clerk Mike Fletcher (37)

“She would roller-skate 
along the length of the 
platform and, on race 

day, play in the 
horseboxes...”

he Kew family moved from Metheringham 
Station to this site, to live in the adjoining 

Station Master’s House as part of the appointment.  
The family included Rex’s 
wife Doris, son Richard and 
daughters Eileen and Juliette.  

Rex Kew was a railwayman  
to the core, proud of his  
role and known as extremely 
efficient and fair. He loved ‘people-watching’ 
and greeting his passengers, seeing each train off 
personally with a blast from his Station Master’s 
whistle. 
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A 1950s DAY AT 
THE STATION 
The busy day began with the arrival of 
the milk and mail train from Lincoln at 
6am, met by a Porter and a Postman. 
Inspection time was 7:30am when the 
Station Master made sure the station 
and platforms were clean, safe and 
tidy. After breakfast, he worked in his 
office, where the large bay window 
allowed him to survey a great deal: 
trains, passengers, staff and platforms. 
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n the afternoon, the Station Master oversaw 
goods that were set out for the 3pm pick-up 

train. When the train arrived, coal for the town 
was unloaded from the train into the coal drops 
by the bridge, and then prepared wagons were 
connected up for departure. 

Rex Kew, Station Master from 1952-1966 (44) 

Joseph Searby alongside 
one of his coal wagons 

c. 1932 (46)

Throughout the day, the Station Master always greeted his 
passengers with a friendly wave and saw each train off with 
a sharp whistle blow. He would have been a familiar face to 
regular travellers.  

A PACKED TIMETABLE OF TASKS 
At the end of the day, the Booking Clerks balanced their ticket 
sales and the Station Master returned to his office to check 
details on every sack and ‘balance the sack account’. The Station 
Master went home at 5pm, leaving his trusted staff to continue 
working until the end of their shifts; although, as he lived next 
door, he was always on hand if needed.

“the Station Master 
always greeted his 
passengers with a 

friendly wave and saw 
each train off with a 
sharp whistle blow”

Showing sidings for horses and the Station House, 
when the Kew family lived there (45)

LNER wagon with local people (47)
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MIKE FLETCHER, 
CLERK IN CHARGE
Local man Michael Fletcher started 
working here in 1961. When the station 
was downgraded from a full station to 
a satellite of Lincoln, Mike became the 
Clerk in Charge. 

A Porter on the Lincoln platform (43)

FLETCHER COURT –  
A LASTING TRIBUTE
Mike did much more than just serve the 
station for 22 years: he contributed greatly  
to the community, serving as Town 
Councillor, District Councillor and a Justice  
of the Peace. In 1982 he was the Town 
Mayor. Mike retired in 1983. 

Fletcher Court in Mill Road is named  
in his honour.

ike had a staff of Signalmen, Porters and 
two Booking Clerks. His working day 

began at 7am, with the Booking Clerks and 
Porters arriving earlier to meet the through train 
to London. Sometimes Mike was called to meet 
the late evening trains, receiving goods to be 
stored until the next working day. 

Mike created extra work due to his own high 
standards; unhappy about the cleaning of his 
office, he brought polish and a duster from home 
and set about the task himself!

“Unhappy about the 
cleaning of his office, he 

brought polish and a  
duster from home...”

Mike Fletcher, Maurice Rook, Jack Deller (42)

Mike Fletcher and Rex Kew discussing the 

model of Stephenson’s Rocket (41)
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AN EIGHT-HOUR 
SHIFT

“It was an early start for me. I had to be 
there with the ticket office window open by 
5.45am for an eight-hour shift, so the early 
morning InterCity travellers could 
catch the train through to London; 
it was a popular service. Once 
that had called, I could then inspect 
the station. 

CONFUSED STAFF AND 
CONFUSED PASSENGERS

For six cold months, I was working 
out of a Portacabin placed by the 
platform entrance where I couldn’t 
see the platforms. Then the former 
Booking Office was opened up again 
for a short while. All very confusing 
for staff and passengers alike! 

It always amused me that people had 
to ‘bob down’ at the window to buy 
their tickets, like they were showing  
gratitude to the railway bosses!

When I finished my shift, I would 
lock up and that would be it until  
the next day.”
Garth Clarkson, British Rail employee until 1995

The Portacabin placed across the entrance in 1994 (67) 

Aerial view showing the station 
building and goods yard, 1970s (68) Train approaching the 

station in 1947 (69)
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Train at the station during 
Central Trains franchise (70)

“People had to 
‘bob down’ at the 
window to buy 
their tickets like 

they were showing 
gratitude to the 
railway bosses!”

Garth Clarkson at the ticket window in 
the Station Master’s room, with two 

other members of staff looking in (82)



THE SIGNAL BOX
The handsome signal box was built for 
Market Rasen station in the 1880s by 
the Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire 
Railway Company (MS&LR). A century 
later it became obsolete and faced 
demolition, but a ‘train mad vicar’* 
offered to buy it for £20 so it could be 
reinstalled at the Quorn & Woodhouse 
heritage station in Leicestershire. It was 
painstakingly removed and transported 
from Market Rasen to its new home, 
where it remains operational to this day 
as part of the Great Central Railway 
heritage line.
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Our signal box in its new home, painted 
in the original LNER colours (17)

The view from a train entering 
the station in 1970 (16)

The signal box 
in 1976 (13)

The signal box 
in 1976 (12) 

Mr G Smith, with the signal 

box in the background (14)

Leaflet advertising a chart to aid 
signalmen working for LNER (15)

“…a ‘train mad vicar’  
offered to buy 

it for £20”

GEORGE BING’S BIG BREAKFAST

“Going back some years, taking the 8 o’clock mail up on a bitterly cold winter’s day, George Bing, the 
Signalman, said to me, ‘Come and stand in here for a few minutes’. So when I goes in, he’s cooking his breakfast. 
Well, I’ve never seen such a great big frying pan full of stuff in my life! He had four or five sausages, plus bacon and 
eggs. I says to him, ‘You’re not going to eat that lot are you?’, ‘I’ll go through that in a minute’, he said.”
Ken Parrott, Postman 1950s

*A History of Market Rasen Railway Station by Brian Ward



WAITING ROOMS

“On the Lincoln side there was a general 
waiting room, with a cast iron fireplace 
along the furthest wall. The pipe from fire 
to ceiling used to get red hot! The ladies’ 
side didn’t have any heating but had a 
toilet on the back wall. It wasn’t a pleasant 
experience to use though, apparently!

When I was about 13 we had to run  
cross-country at school; so a group of us 
would head across the allotments and 
warm up in the waiting room. We would 
return to school, having appeared to have 
run the course!”
Charles Bailey, British Rail employee, 1960s

MARKET RASEN STATION

C O M M U N I T Y

P R O J E C T

“When someone 
asked if my dog 

would bite, I replied 
that he always bit 
the last one out!”

The Lincoln side waiting room with its 
chimney, and the goods shed behind (71)

Inside the restored waiting room (73)

CREEPING IN TO 
LIGHT THE FIRE 

“People soon learnt that 
the waiting rooms were left 
open overnight, and in the 
winter the fires would be laid 
ready for next day. Railway 
workers and the public would 
come up and light the fires 
and sit in the warmth. I would 
go up with my dog and turf 
them out. When someone 
asked if my dog would bite, I 
replied that he always bit the 
last one out!”
Christopher Smith, British Rail 
employee, 1980s

 The waiting room restored in 2006 (72)

Clerk in Charge Mike Fletcher watches the  
Lincoln train depart on a wet morning in 1983 (81)






